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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



June. 



The modern spirit of Jingoism isnot only inexcusably 
criminal it is also a stupendous folly. It deserves the 
derision as well as the abhorrence of all honorable 
Americans. The only danger is that it may be treated 
with contempt until it has grown to proportions which 
will make it a serious menace to national welfare and 
national honor. * * For a nation which God has sur- 
rounded by all the conditions of peace to cultivate the 
spirit and be covetous for the opportunity of war, is to 
drop voluntarily back from the civilization of the nine- 
teenth century into the barbarism of the sixteenth. 

HERALD OP PEACE. 
Boys' Brigades. 

The military men and volunteer officers, who are so 
much in requisition at Boys' Brigade inspections and dis- 
plays, are rather given to making unguarded statements. 
Occasionally a speaker unwittingly suggests, that the boys 
may eventually be led to join the regular army ; but the 
proper thing is to deny that the movement leads boys to 
think of being soldiers. One speaker even went the 
length of saying that, so far as he could judge, it had 
quite the opposite effect ! 

At an annual inspection of a battalion of the Boys' 
Brigade, the inspeciing officer, after telling the boys that 
" it had been no small pleasure to him to witness their 
skill and efficiency in arms," said, "he had been told that 
these several companies were connected with different 
churches. They had thus the support — which was or 
ought to be, their great national support— of the Church 
in bringing them forward, making them obedient to disci- 
pline, and training them up as loyal citizens." He then 
commended them for their " soldier-like swing," and their 
" good ear for music." 

Speaking at a demonstration of the Boys' Brigade in 
the Empire Palace Theatre, the Rev. Dr. Marshall Lang 
is reported to have said after denying any direct militar- 
izing effect of the movement : " There was a military 
spirit in the movement ; and they would require to cut 
out some of the most stirring precepts and some of the 
noblest passages in the New Testament, if they were not 
to realize and develop that high military spirit — if they 
were to be soldiers of Jesus Christ and to put on the high 
armor of God ! They sought to transfer the thoughts of 
the boys in connection with a military life, to the thoughts 
of the soldiership which was due by them to Jesus Christ 
their Lord and Master." 

He might have said more truly that what they did was 
to materialize what was intended to be understood in a 
spiritual sense, and to confuse the minds of the young by 
associating such diametrically opposite things as the 
military service of this world and the spiritual service of 
the soldiers of Jesus Christ. 

In the Boys' Brigade Gazette are quoted, with approval, 
the words of Rev. Charles Kingsley, when addressing our 
soldiers in the trenches before Sebastopol, " He who 
fights for Queen and country in a just cause, is fighting 
not only in the Queen's army but in Christ's army, and 
shall in no wise lose his reward." " No more unfortun- 
ate quotation," says the Rev. J. P. Gledstone, " could 
have been made for its purposes ; for if ever there was a 
war which was corrupt and useless, it was the Russian 
war ; and yet, alas ! blood-shedding in that war is con- 
founded, by such a man as Kingsley, with fighting for 
Christ!" 



The quotations given above from the speeches and writ- 
ings of advocates of the Boys' Brigade are merely a 
very few specimens out of a multitude. But they are 
sufficient to show, out of the mouths of the Brigade's 
own supporters, that it is a dangerous and most un- 
suitable organization to be connected with the Church 
of Christ — the Prince of Peace. 

J. FOEBES MONCRIEFF. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 

The French troopship Tibet, conveying troops to Mad- 
agascar, went ashore in the Suez Canal on the 30th of 
April. Passage through the Canal was for a time im- 
peded. 

The strength of the rebellion in Cuba has not been 
broken, but seems rather to have increased. Spanish 
troops continue to be sent over. The insurgent bands 
have increased in size and there is more harmony of 
action among them. General Campos threatens to resign 
his comamnd if interference from Spain with his plans 
does not cease. One of the insurgent leaders, Marti, is 
reported to been slain in a recent engagement. 

The International Convention of the Young Men's 
Christian Association met at Springfield, Mass., on the 
8th of May. It continued in session several days and 
was attended by about 700 delegates. 

On the 8th of May the king of Italy issued a decree 
dissolving the Italian Parliament and fixing the 26th of 
May for the election of new members. The reasons for 
the dissolution were the strong agitation prevading the 
Parliament and the necessity of complying with the new 
law revising the electoral list. 

A rehearing on the Income Tax Law was given by the 
United States Supreme Court on May 6th, with all the 
justices present. On the 20th the entire law was declared 
to be unconstitutional. The court stood five to four in 
favor of the decision. The four dissenting justices ren- 
dered opinions against the decision of the majority with a 
warmth little known in the staid old court room. 

Negotiations for the union of Newfoundland with 
Canada continue. The debt of Newfoundland is the chief 
obstacle in the way of union. 

The German Reichstag has rejected the Government's 
anti-revolution bill. The action of the parliament has 
given great satisfaction in different parts of the Empire. 
This decision raises again the question of authority 
between the Emperor and the people's representatives. 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States met at Pittsburg on the 16th of May 
and succeeding days. One of the chief subjects of in- 
terest and discussion was that of Seminary Control. 
The Assembly voted that an attempt should be made to 
raise one million dollars for missions. 

The whole of Tuscany, Italy, was shaken by an earth- 
quake on the 19th ult. In Florence much damage was 
done to a large number of houses, and lives were lost in a 
number of towns. 

Dr. Parkhurst has turned over to the City Vigilance 
League of New York the $30,000 given him as a tribute 
of appreciation of his services in municipal reform. 



